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“...AHhoegh .tins entire scries of dis- 
cv.ssious v/ns ‘’off the record”, the 
subject of discussion for this particu- 
lar meeting was especially 'sensitive 
•end Subject to the previously sn- ' 
cocirccd restrictions.” 

— C. Douglas Dillon "\ 

By The Africa Research Group 

The Centra!. Intelligence Agency is 
• one of the few governmental agencies 
•whose public image has actually im- 
proved as a result of the publication of 
the Pentagon Papers. Despite disclo- 
sures of “The Agency’s” role in assassi- 
nations, sabotage, and coup d’ctals 
consciously intended to subvert interna- 
tional law, America’s secret agentry 
has actually emerged in some quarters 
with the veneration ’due prophets, or at 
least the respect, due its suggested effi- 
ciency and accuracy. 

Virtually every newspaper editor, not 
to mention Daniel EUsbsrg himself, has 
heaped praise on the CIA for the accu- 
racy of its estimates detailing the U.S. 
defeat in Vietnam. .Time and aghin, the 
Agency’s “level headed professional- 
ism” has been contrasted 'with the esca-- 
lation-overkilj orientation of the Penta- 
gon or the President’s advisors. The 
editor of the Christian Science Monitor 
even called upon policy makers to,con- 
■sult the CIA more, calling it a “re- 
markably accurate source of infdrma- 
’tion.” But such backhanded praise for 
conspirators confuses public under- 
standing of the important and closely 
integrated role which the CIA plays in 
advancing the Pax Americana on a 
, global scale.' ■ .. 

For many, the Pentagon Papers 
provided a- first peek into the inner 
sanctum of foreign policy making. As 
the government’s attempt to suppress 
the study illustrates, the people arc- not 
supposed to have access to the real 
plans of their government. On close 
inspection, what emerges is not an “inv- 
isible government" but an indivisible 
system in which each agency offers its 
own specialized input, and is delegated 
its own slice of responsibility. Coordi- 
nated inter-departmental agencies work, 
out the division of imperii,! labor. There 
are disa sWR PlCQJS 


rivalries. to be sure, but once the deci- 
sions arc reached at the top they arc. 
carried out with the monolithic tone of 
state power. 

The intelligence community now 
plays an expanded- and critical role in 
creating and administering the real 
stuff of American foreign policy. C!/v 
' Director Richard Helms presides over a 
U.S. Intelligence Board which links the 
secret services of all government agen- 
cies, including the FBI. In the White 
House, Henry Kissinger presides over 
an expanded National Security Council 
structure which 'further centralizes 
covert foreign policy planning. It is here 
that the contingency plans are cooked 
up and the “options’’ so carefully 
'worked out. It is in these closed cham- 
bers and strangelovian “situation 
rooms” that plans affecting the lives of 
millions arc formulated for subsequent 
execution- by a myriad of U.S. con- 
trolled agencies and agents. 

.Increasingly, these schemes rely on 
covert tactics whose full meaning is sel- 
dom perceived by the people affected 
be they Americans or people of foreign 
countries. The old empires, with, their 
colonial administrators- and civilizing 
mission have givefn way to the more 
subtle craftsman of intervention. Their 
manipulations take place in 'the front 
rooms of neo-colonial institutions and 
the parlors of dependent third world 
elites, in this work! of realpolitik, ap- 
pearances are often purposely deceptive 
and political stances intentionally mis- 
leading. The U.S. aggression in Viet- 
nam, lest anyone forget, began as a 
covert involvement largely engineered 
by the C I A. Similar covert inter veil 
lions now underway elsewhere" in the 
world may be fueling tomorrow’s Viet- 
ns ms. < 

It- is for this reason that the Africa 
Research Group, an independent radi- 
cal research collective, is. now making 
public major excerpts from a document 
which offers an informed insider’s view 
of the secret workings of the American 
intelligence apparatus abroad. Never 
.intended for publication, it was made 



CIA manipulations. 

Richard Bisscil, the man who led the 
Council discussion that night, was well- 
equipped to talk about the CIA. A one- 
time Yale professor and currently an 
executive of the United Aircraft Corpo- 
ration, Bisscl! served as the CIA’s Dep- 
uty Director until he “resigned”, in the 
wake of the abortive 1961 invasion of 
Cuba. The blue-ribbon group to which 
he spoke included -a number of intellig- 
ence experts including Robert Amory, 
Jr.,’, another former Deputy Director, 
and the late CIA chief, Allen Dulles, 
long: considered the grand "bid man of 
American' espionage. Their presence 
was important' enough an occasion for 
international banker Douglas Dillon to 


‘‘‘The complete text of the document will 
be available for SI in late October from 
Africa Research Group, P.O. Box 213, 
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